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Sling foy Bethell, Ei; 


Prefident of the Soctety of the 
FREE BRITISH FISHERY. 


NIE: 


-SELL knowing the native Mildneſs 
of your Diſpoſition, and your great 
Love for Peace; tis with extreme 
Reluctance, that 1 find myſelf re- 
duc'd to the very diſagreeable Neceſſity of 
addrefling You in Print ; with regard to a 
dirty L1BEL now publiſhing «gainſt the Coun- 
cil, againſt your humble Servant, &c. and 
diſperſing by and Others: A 
ſenſeleſs Libel, every Word (almoſt) where- 
of, You yourſelf (Sir) know to be utterly 
falſe; and which You therefore adviſed Me, 
with your uſual Humanity, to deſpiſe, Ac- 
cordingly, I ſhould oy have detpis'd it, 
15 con- 


(2) 
conſcious of my no wk. meriting the inco- 
herent, malicious Nonſenſe thrown out, there- 
in, againſt Me; and recollecting the wiſe 
Adage of SoLOMON, + Anſwer not a Foot, 
according to his Folly, left thou alſo be like unto 
him. I ſhould (Sir) I fay, have only con- 
temned it, had not ſome Gentlemen of the 
Council, and many other valuable Friends, 
for whom I entertain the higheſt Reverence, 
declar'd it as their firm Opinion ; that my 
fpotleſs Character is too venomouſly attack'd, 
for Me not to defend myſelf with all my 
Might :—And had I not alſo called to Mind, 
that counter-Maxim from the above ſagaci- 
ons Source ; || Anſfizver a Fool according to 
his Folly, Jef HE be wiſe in his own Concett, 
— Theſe (Sir) are ſome of the many Rea- 
fons, that force me, at laſt, to take up the 
Pen. 

You, indeed, might have been troubled 
with theſe haſty Reflexions much ſooner, 
had it not been almoſt three Weeks, before 
I could get even a Glimpſe of this odious 
Libel; which, at firſt, was officiouſly thruſt 
into. Peoples Hands in Corners ; But as it 
could not then be cruſh'd by Authority; nor 
you have an Opportunity of doing me Juſ- 
tice, (and ſurely no one loves juſtice more 
than yourſelt ) when I ſued loudly to You 
for it: As this Libel is now ſent clandeſtinely 
to all my honourable Friends, and | to all the 
1 public 

I Proverbs, xxvi. 4+ 4 Bid, XXvi, 5. 


(3) 
public Offices, and dropt in every noted Cof- 
fee-Houſe, &c. The Libellen ſeems to plume 
Himſelf upon what, he calls, my Defeat ; and 
to be wiſe in his own Concett ; and, therefore, 
(Sir) I muſt, I will chaſtiſe Him. 

On my firſt Peruſal of the Libeller's dull 
Rhapſody, I did not know which to admire 
moſt, his FoLLy, or his ImpupeEnce. The 

former, I knew, was natural to Him: the 
latter I found he had partly acquir'd ; and 
that, chiefly, by the ſhameful Enceurage- 
ment given Him by certain Perſons, whoſe 
Duty it was, to have caſhiered Him (as you 


have ſince juſtly done) with Infamy. 
A glaring Proof of the united Impudence 


and Folly of this little Viper, appears from 


the very opening of his Libel, where he de- 
clares, that He ſhould not have printed, could 


He have invented a more ſalutary Way, of if 


recovering bis Character from the peſlilential 
Breath of Slander . How! (Sir) ſhall he 
talk of peſtilential Breath (except he meant 
his own) after his having been ſo often anathe- 
matiz d, in various Councils and Committees, 
as the premier LIAR; as a groveling Officer 
who had done Injuſtice to the Society, in a 
multitude of Inſtances; as One who had 
frequently broke the Bye-Laws, and thereby 
as often forfeited his Employment ? — Muſt 
not that Creature be equally foo/z/h and im- 


pudent, who, after having been ſeverely re- 
B 2 primanded, | 


+ Libel, page 1. 
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(4) 

8 as above, by yourſelf, (Sir) and 
by the other Gentlemen at the Board; after 
having been ſtrongly and juſtly ſuſpected, of 
Fr— ds (which have been ſince proved) of 
the blackeſt Dye; all which are minuted 
down (Sir) by your Order, and the reſt of 
the worthy Gentlemen; ſhould nevertheleſs 
preſume to write, as follows, (even AFTER 
Tuis +) to a Member of the Council. 
+ Therefore I humbly ſubmit, the following 
Narrative to your Confideration, hoping to 
find in every one of the Council || of the Free 
Britiſh Fiſhery, ſo much Virtue and Humanity 
as will not ſuffer Them to be impoſed upon by 
. falſe Repreſentations, but to ſee and hear for 
themſelves, and contemn a Calumniator (mean- 
ing your humble Servant) as much as an 
Aſſaſſin.—But, permit Me (Sir) to repeat it; 
is not this a molt inſolent Libel on yourſelf, 
and the whole Council ; after you all had 
Judged Him, on theſe very REPRESENTA= 
TIONS (which he, daringly, calls falſe Ones;) 
after you had pronounced Him guilty ; and 
ordered Him to be ſtigmatiz'd accordingly, 
as a Wretch, in your Books? | 

I call his L:4e! a Rhapſody, from its be- 
ing writ with ſo little Method (an exact 

1 Image 


” 


+ This Libel] is dated, O84. 3, 1753; but moſt of the 
Council Minutes, juſtly branding the Libeller, are anterior ta 
The above Date. ＋ 14. ibid. 

N. B. This Word is MSS. in the Libel; and awrit by the 
little Teſuit's own Hand: But he ſince has /ubjituted Pro- 
prietors, inflead of the Word Council, 
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Image of the Manner in which, it appear'd 
before You, that He kept the Society's Ac- 
compts) and from its abounding with ſtupid 

Repetitions. Cardinal Joſey has long been 
thought the firſt Egotiſt in this Kingdom; 
but ſurely He is excelled, in that egregious 
Particular, by our dapper Jeſuit, who + gives 


us a moſt marvellous String of I's. — I pre- 


prepare the Bills (ſays He) for an Audit : I 


examine the Entry: I keep the Bank-Book : 
I prepare all Drafts: I examine and regiſter 
all Wills : I make all Transfers : I tranſact 
all Buſineſs, &c. &c. &c. &c.— But, very 
unluckily, a Clerk proved, to the Satisfaction 
of the whole Board, that our LIEELLIR had 
very little Claim to moſt of theſe mighty I's. 

Had I not known his profound Ignorance ; 
and his extreme Inability, as a Writer, I 
ſhould have aſcribed the Manner in which 
he has huddled up this wicked Libel, to 
Cunning : I mean, that He had endeavour'd 
to cloud and perplex the Argument, pur- 

poſely to prevent the molt cagle-ey'd Rea- 
der from ſeeing through it. Hence it will 
be ſcarce poſſible for Me to trace Him Step 
by Step: However, I will do this, with re- 
gard to the moſt important Circumſtances; 
and thence leave yourſelf, (Sir) and every 
Jother candid Reader, to judge of the Vali- 
dity of the Reſt, Though I may not di- 


realy follow this wicked Proteus through 


his 
T Libel, page 13 and 2+ 
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1 
his numberleſs Windings; I'll yet come of- 
ten upon Him unawares; and, at length, 6:n4 
Him faſt.— You (Sir,) will not fail to con- 
fign Him after wards,—as Juſtice ſhall dictate. 

He inſolently declares &, that the firſt Cauſe 
of my ſtrong Enmity to Him, was his Beha- 
viour towards my NEPHEW. But all in the 
Office know this to be a notorious Falſity; 
I having looked upon the Libeller with an 
evil Eye, before my much-injur'd, upright 
Nephew came among Us; and always de- 
teſting a Knave, as much as he does a virtu- | 
ous Man.—The true Cauſe, therefore, of my | 
Juſt Averſion to our Tartuffe, was, my plainly 
perceiving, {as did my late Clerk, Mr. M—re, 
and All now in the Offce,) that he was a 
Jow, venal, dirty Reptile: That, inſtead of 
minding His Buſineſs, He, Butterfly-like, (for 
He can aſſume all Forms) was perpetually 
whiſking from his Deſk ; whiſpering to, and 
tampering with the ſeveral Tradeſmen: mean- 
ly extorting Money from as Many of Them 
as believed Him to be of IMpoRT ANCE, and 
would 'come down: procuring immediate 
Payment, (without once Auditing r) for 
Thoſe who greas'd Him well ; but putting 
off Others, Month after Month, who refuſed 
to feed his voracious Maw ; and thereby 
greatly prejudicing the Intereſt, (as appears 


from our bad Cordage, Twine, &c.) and 
moſt 


* Libel, page 2. 
+ This appears by a Ceouncil-Minute, ſ early as April 9, 
1752. 
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moſt ſhamefully proſtituting the Honour, of | 
the Society. Of theſe illicit Practices (you 
cannot but remember, Sir,) He has been ful- | 
ly convicted more than Once ||; and for this 
Reaſon, with Others far  blacker, (as was 
hinted) his moſt fanguine: Patrons were | 
obliged to give Him up publickly; and to 
declare Him a —. | 
Ne then endeavours to ſhew, my abſolute 
Unfitneſs for Buſineſs Þ, but is moſt unlucky | 
in theſe Inſtances ; as well as in all Things 
elſe, ſo pertly advanced by Him. He raves 
concerning the Confuſion (as he pretends) 
of my Papers; but the Falſity, of this Aſſer- 
tion, may be daily proved, by thoſe who will 
pleaſe to take a View of their Order. He 
talks of my loſing two or three inſignificant 
Papers, that I either never had, or which 
were ſtole. Tis notorious that Papers have 
been pocketted, for finiſter Purpoſes, at the 
Board; not forgetting certain important 
Picks of the Superintendant; a Circum- 
{tance you cannot but recolle&,— You know 
(Sir,) perfectly well, that I prevented a 
certain Famous LETTER from being ſmo- 
thered: - But am I to be cenſured for thoſe 


of Jul, 1753. 
1 Libel, pag. 3. 4. 5. 


: Purloinings ?— I defy this brainleſs Ani- 
1 mal to- prove, that, (among the numberleſs 
y Papers I keep for the Society,) a ſingle One, 
'S | of 
- [| See particularly Council-Minxte, Tour ſday the 12th Day 


68) 
of the leaſt Conſequence, is, or ever was, 
miſſing. | 

Our double-tongued Jeſuit has an admi- 
rable Talent at Maſquerade, He diſguiſing 
my Anſwer to one Mr. Goddard ; which was, 
—that We ſometimes could not get a Council 
to meet, occafioned by ſo many of our Gentle- 
men, who were Members ef Parliament, being 
out of Town, ey in Summer] ; for which 
Reaſon he could not then be ſo conveniently 
faid :—And giving my Words the following 
ſenſible and grammatical Turn :— Sir, You 


muſt know. the Parliament are now out of 


Town *, therefore your Account + cannot. be 
ſettled. — What He advances, with reſpect to 
the Sale of the Yarmouth Herrings in 
November 1752, appears to be an egregious 
Untruth, by the Advertiſement : Beſides, his 
being fenſible, as well as yourſelf, (Sir,) that 
the Superintendant was directed to iſſue thoſe 
very Orders, and the Libeller to receive the 
Monies; of which (by the way,) he after- 
wards gave ſo lame and miſerable an Account, 
that He was moſt ſeverely rebuked ſor it, 
more than once or twice, by yourſelf, (Sir,) and 
the whole Board. — The like Truth will be 


found, with regard to other Orders he hints 


eee Mr. Armſtrong ; as he 
was 


* Libel, pa 
FI. eu JA Accompt: The little Feſuit cannot ſpell properly 
oF the Name of the Art he pretends to profeſs, 

|| 1d. ibid. 
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was the firſt Perſon who, to my Knowledge, 


applied for a Transfer, (with which 1 have 


no more Concern than he has with Honeſty; ) 
I very civilly gave that Gentleman all the 
Aſſiſtance in my Power; for the Truth of 
which I appeal to his Honour. 

He next charges Me *, with having 
+ no Regiſter for the Bonds, Contracts, or 
other Deeds, &c.——— This the Council 
never once required : But 'tis well known, 
that I have ever kept theſe Inſtruments in 
the moſt exact Order; and that They have 
always been produced forthwith, to the 
Board, whenever called for. Your felf, 
(Sir,) cannot have forgot the infinite Pains 
I took, in EXECUTING ALL THE CON- 


TRACTS for the greateſt Part of our Expendi- 


ture; and that not a ſingle Error was found 
in them. 

As to my not being able to manage my 
Buſineſs ||, F @ certain Member of the Coun- 
cil happens to be abſent :— I would aſk this 
inſignificant Animal, who it is that has done 
It for Me, during Mr. Alderman Tarſer's 
long Indiſpoſition, which all true Friends to 
the Fiſhery moſt ſincerely lament ? You your- 
ſelf, (Sir,) have honoured Me, more than 
once, with your Approbation ; for the Care, 
Fidelity, and Diſpatch, with which I have 
carried on the Buſineſs of the Society, under 


C | your 


* Libel, page 4. It ould be keeping. 
j Libel, = 4+ ' "ou 
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(10) 
your DireCtion, ever ſince.—And how could it 
be poſſible, for ſo large a Wheel of Cor- 
reſpondence, to turn round inceſſantly ; if 
the Secretary did not {hew ſome Know ledge 
and Activity on that Occaſion ? 

The Charge, with reſpect to my ſigning 
a blank Paper, lies at the Door of the Clerk 
under Me, (whoſe Integrity is a Foil to that 
of the iniquitous £2beller.)— I being obliged 
to write and diſpatch (among a Multitude of 
other Things,) Letters, for a Council Extra- 
ordinary to meet next Morning ; and Mr. 
Alderman Jauſſen infiſting on my going 
Home with Him, upon Affairs of equal Im- 

ortance ; I thence was forced (or the other 
Buſineſs could not have been done) to leave 
a few Blank Papers ſigned ; not imagining 
that the honeſt Clerk under Me, would have 
permitted any of Them to be filched; or that 
FILCHERS were ſuch near Neighbours to 
Us. 

The Libeller deſpiſes my Puffs in the 
News-Peper, in Favour of our Fiſhery. But 
many of theſe enſcleſs Puts (as he moſt ſa- 
gacioully terms them) were drawn up by 
Me, at the Inſtance of ſome of our Proprie- 
tors; Perſons of great Judgment and Emi- 
nence; Perſons who honour Me with their 
Friendſhip, tho' They have never degraded 
Themſelves fo far, as even to Took at our 
fribbling Jeſuit. Common Decency ought, 
however, to have reſtrained his mad Pen, = 

this 


(11) 


this Occaſion ; becauſe ſome of thoſe Puffs, 
(if he pleaſes,) were drawn up, and publiſhed, 

by Me, at the Deſire of his Patron Admiral 
Vernon, (once my Advocate, but fince that of 
the Libeller;) for which I was honour'd with 


the Admiral's Approbation, and for every 
other Part of my Conduct. Of this I could 
produce the moſt ſhining Teſtimonials (all 
in that Gentleman's Hand-writing) to the ut- 
ter Confuſion of our pigmy Lzbeller, had I 
the thouſandth Part of his Vanity.—But J 
cannot diſmiſs this Article without declaring, 
that the Puffs, (or whatever other honou- 
rable Epithet he may pleaſe to beſtow on 
them) did not coſt the Society a Farthing, as 
1s evident from their Accompts. 

Never (Sir) was the endleſs Labour of 
Hercules, with regard to his cleanſing the 
Augean Stables, more ſtrongly exemplified, 
than in my preſent Attempt to purge this 
flagrant Libel, of all its ſhameful Falſities; 
the proper Buſineſs, indeed, of the Hang- 
man. I'll therefore r ae on this Head, 
only in two Particulars, by which you'll 
1 to judge of the Others. The Libelle 

as the ſtupid Inſolence to aſſert, + that 7 
ſecret his ; © 6a FA and break open his Let- 
ters. — With reſpect to this laſt, you muſt 
remember, (Sir) that, upon ſome Hints be- 
ing given of an illicit Correſpondence ; the 
Beard intercepted, broke open, and read a 

C 2 Letter, 


+ Libel, page 8, 14, 15. 
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Letter, to Him, from righteous Mr. —, 
and directed, not to this Office, but to Tom's 
Coffee-houſe in Cornbill. — And, as to my 
ſecreting his Memorials, 1 appeal to you, (Sir) 
whether I did not long do my utmoſt, but 
in vain, to lay hold of One of them. "Tis 
well known,. that Perſons who want to de- 
liver Memorials, &c. to a Company, uſually 
firſt give, or ſend them in, to the Secretary; 
who reads them to the Beard, (except for- 
bid) and then lodges them among his Pa- 
pers. Now our wicked Willroth'-Miſp, in- 
ſtead of following this Practice, never deli- 
vered one of theſe Truth- breathing Memo- 
rials to Me; but us'd, (after darting his 
Hawk's Eye round) to draw them flily out 
of his Pocket, at fit Times and Seaſons ; and 
then flipping them into your Hands, always 
pocketted them again, on his finding You, 
after running Them over, juſtly diſregarded 
them. You yourſelf, (Sir) cannot have for- 
got, that I us'd to enquire, from time to 
time, the inſtant the Board was up, for theſe 
Eel-like Memor:als ; in order to ſpecify them, 
in my next Agenda, purpoſely that They 
might be read publickly : But that they diſ- 
appeared, high preſto, like a Jack-a-lanthorn 
on a Wall. However, at laſt the Board laid 
an Embargo on two of them ſucceſſively, 
and I was order'd to treaſure up the rare 
Jewels. Theſe two extraordinary Memo- 
rials, have been ſince called for, and read, 


„ 


| ( 13) 

by parficular Gentlemen ; and moſt heartily 
ridicul'd. —But of what Caſt (Sir) muſt the 
Soul of that Man be, who thus dares to 
aſſert, in Print, an Incident which, You are 
fully ſenſible, is falſe in every Circumſtance ? 
All we can fay is; our Libeller is ſo much 
accuſtom'd to Falſhood ; that, ſhould he ever 
happen to utter Truth, he muſt ſtumble 
upon it by mere Accident. 

Our Janus, after wriggling to and fro, 
proceeds to give the Head of twelve Accu- 
SATIONS ; all which, He roundly aſſerts, were 
calculated to gratify my inſatiable Malice, by 
depriving Him of his Employment +. The 
Motive of my juſt Enmity to Him, has been 
fully ſhewn before. — The Manner in which 
the Libeller ſtates and anſwers his ſeveral 
Accuſations, pats One in mind of a Culprit, 
who, being arraigned at the Old Batly, ſhould 
inſiſt upon being permitted to draw up the 
Indictment Himſelf, and anſwer every Charge 
in it. | 

Our Tartuffe affirms, that He will inſert 
all the Accuſations He can recollect f. But 
here his Memory fails Him prodigiouſly; he 
not calling to mind (among other trifling Ar- 
ticles of the ſame Nature) a celebrated 50 /.— 
Where, my little Jeſuit, is the pETTY Casn- 
Book thou burnedſt? Where is that taken 
from thee ? Where is this ſame 50 / —Alas, 

| 1¹ 
+ Libel, page 6. 1 bid. p. 6. | 


( 14 ) 
it will ſtick to Thee, like the Shirt ſent by 
Dejanira, and tear Thee to pieces ＋. 

The j uſtneſs of Accuſation 1, | was fully 
demonſtrated to the Board by the Libeller's 
Clerk, when the Accompts were brought in 
and examin'd ; after which our Janus's Back- 
wardneſs, Negligence, Sc. were branded, 
by a Minute||. He quibbles moſt unaccoun- 
tably through Page 7; he pleading guilty to 
the Charge, and yet pretending to clear Him- 
ſelf from it. But you are very ſenſible (Sir) 
that all his Pleas are a String of Evaſions, 
Subterfuges, and Falſhoods.—The ſecond 
Accuſation & relates to his Clerk, and was 
anſwered by Him + . The third Accuſa- 
tion (of the Libeller's holding an illicit Cor- 
reſpondence with Mr. F—2—y) is clearly 
evinced, by his having been often called upon 
to produce a certain LETTER, and his not 
doing it yet: But the Motives of our Tar- 
rules Correſpondence, with good Mr. ——, 

are well known.—His Anſwer to the fourth 
Accuſation || || (of his taking PerQuisITEs) 
ſhews the moſt barefac'd Impudence ; as he 
had, ſome Time before 88, been 1 
reprimanded, as well as ſtigmatiz d by a 


Minute, on that very account. What the 
Libelle. 


＋ This was prophefied, ſome Days before the Libeller was 
expell d. Þ Libel, page 6. 

| Council Minutes, Thurſday, 23 = bt 

$ Libel, page 8, t + Di 


_ lid. p. 10, FF Sce Catel 7 Minutes, Thurſday, 


12 July, 1753. 
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Libeller urges, with regard to a late able 
Clerk of mine, is a Compliment to my Hu- 
manity ; but I never permitted Him to take 
Perquiſites, though I did him every Service in 
my Power. And our Jeſuit tells a monſtrous 
Untruth, in ſaying he himſelf received but 
forty Pounds in Perquiſites.— With regard 
to thoſe I had from the Royal Family: tis 
known univerſally, that I expended moſt of 
that Money, either in Chair, Coach, Cart, 
or Boat-hire, (all which I might have charg' d 
to the Society) and gave the Reſidue to our 
Doorkeeper. — T be fifth Accuſation not re- 
lating to Me; other Perſons mult anſwer it, — 
The F utility of our Janus's Anſwers to the 
ſixth: and ſeventh Accuſations | (relating to 
his Non-Attendance) were demonſtrated, to 
the Board, by his Clerk. 

Our dapper Jeſuit diſplays Himſelf in his 
genuine Colours, when he pretends to an- 
ſwer the eighth || Accuſation, by obſerving, 
that the Kegs, (when he dar'd to break Bulk, 
clandeſtinely) were not intended for the Ro a 
Family. But our Tartuffe knows perfectly 
well, that He was rebuk'd, (and that very 
ſeverely by yourſelf, Sir) not for taking Kegs, 
as Kegs : But for daring to lay his ſacrile- 
gious Paws on the Society's Shetland Her- 
rings; before They were ſeen or taſted by 
the Royal Family, bis Maſters, or the Public. 
As it was you (Sir) who reproved him juſtly, 

and 

+ Libel, page 10, 4 Bid b. 11. . ibid. 
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and ſtrongly, for thus breaking Bulk; How 
exalted is his Inſolence, to print the Gillen 
ing Words, on this very Occafion : — And 
what trifling Incidents (ſays He) will Ma- 
lice turn into a Crime* Ho ſtrange a Com- 
pliment, (Sir,) is here paid, indirectly, to your 
ſelf, and the Council! 

The Libeller is no leſs a Wretch, when he 
_ falſely charges Me with taking Herrings : 
Yourſelf. (Sir, and the Board, being apprized 
of, and allowing Me a Barrel of SHETLAND 
Herrings, as firſt Officer of the Society, pur- 
ſuant to the Dutch Cuſtom.— The Door- 
keeper will anſwer the ninth Accuſation , it 
not relating to Me, — And, as to the tenth |], 
(v:2. the Libeller's having embezzled a Let- 
ter;) He ſhews the higheſt Impudence, in 
preſuming to anſwer it; after this Charge 
had been fully proved to our Gentlemen, — 
The Jeſuit's Clerk is to anſwer the eleventh 
Accuſation 4. — And He proved the Juſtneſs 
of the twelfth & (our Libeller's ſigning Ac- 
compts without examining them,) clearly to 
the Board. — Permit Me, (Sir,) to conclude 
this tedious Head of 3 with re- 
peating my above Remark, viz. that our little 
Viper muſt entertain the meaneſt Idea of the 
Senſe and Power of the Council; that his 
Impudence muſt exceed all Deſcription, = 
thus daring to deny flatly, in Print, Accuſa- 


tions, 


» Lizel, page 12. + L. ibid. A. ibid. 
} Libel, page 13. PI. ibid. 
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tions, which yourſelf, (Sir,) and the reſt of 
the Gentlemen, found to be juſt, after the 
moſt ſerious Enquiry made; and after You 
had anathematiz'd Him, accordingly, in your 
Books. | 

Having animadverted, (Sir,) ſo fully on 
this rotten Libel, it were almoſt needleſs to 
diſcant on the two REMARKSꝰ, with which 
He almoſt cloſes it: Thoſe Remarks being 
totally demoliſhed by what has been ſaid a- 
bove. I ſhall only obſerve, that; with regard 
to the late Jac Ketch, (whom I never ſpoke 
to in my Life, tho' our Jeſuit is qualifying 


Himſelf to be well acquainted with the pre- 


ſent One ;) 'tis certain I did intereſt myſelf 
to ſave Him, upon my being told that He 
was innocent, with reſpect to the Murther 
for which He ſtood condemned. I was ex- 


cited to this Act of Humanity (as I imagined 
it) by ſome moſt worthy Magiſtrates of the 


City; and in particular by Mr. Alderman 
Janſſen, to whom our Viper is chiefly in- 
debted for the Bread he eat, till very lately.— 
But Ingratitude is natural to ſuch Reptiles.— 
By the way, (Sir,) our Jeſuit does not con- 
ſider at Whom He ſtrikes, by this injurious 
Fling :— No lels than at the K g and 
Co—nc—1l; a glaring Proof of his being 
educated, nella ſcuola di Bronzino, as the 


Italians ſay. | 
D Our 


# Libel, pag. 14, 15. 
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Our Tartuffe almoſt concludes his nonpa- 
reil Libel, with a Stroke that is truer than 
he imagines: As @ Prof, (ſays our dapper 
Jeſuit,) of my Diſpoſition to live peaceably, 
Ey making the GOLDEN RULE T, the Rule of 
all my Actions, &c ||.— The Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs, (GoLD,) 1s certainly the RuLE 
OF ALL HIS Actions; except when that in- 
feriour Mammon (SILVER,) comes in his 
Way; the Libeller owning one Day, to my- 
ſelf, and the Clerks at Mercer's- Hall, that He 
had ſqueezed a greaſy Shilling from a Butcher, 
on his paying Him a ſmall Bill. — I doubt 
not, but that even CoPPER would have been 
very acceptable, to One of his brazen Front. 
What a Glory did ſuch an Officer throw 
round the Honourable Society of the Free 
Britiſh Fiery] | 
I am afraid (Sir,) that your Patience will 
be tired, whilſt I have been thus diſſecting 
this loathſome Libel; in which our Jeſuit 
beſtows ſome Compliments on You ; as un- 
gracefully as the Ass fawns on his Maſter, in 
the Fable. However, my Animadverſions 
will clearly ſhew, the mighty Claim He has 
to your Favour ; ſince he does not ſcruple to 
contradict openly, and in Print, the ſeveral 
Reſolutions of Council, paſſed, (Sir,) by you, 
and the reſt of the Board againſt Him. . 

| Wit 


N 22 very unluckily, in Capitals, in the Libel. © 
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the reſt of the Gentlemen, have ſtamped the 
higheſt Approbation of my whole Conduct, 
by your not only increaſing my Salary ; but 
by ordering Me to be paid on that Foot, from 
the Time I firſt entered into your Service. 
This, to Me, is the brighteſt FEATHER ; for 
Money could never enter into the Conſidera- 
tion ; the acquiring It having never been the 


Object of my Thoughts But this Honour you 


have done Me, (which I ſhall never forget,) 
and the great Pains I have inceflantly taken, 
to unmaſk our Tartuffe, are the chief Cauſes 


of his violent Hatred to Me. 
.'Tis known univerſally, that I have diſ- 


charged the painful and very extenfive Du- 
ties of my Employment, with uncorrupt 
Hands ; and that I never, tho' ſtrongly im- 

ortuned, could be prevailed upon to accept 
of Money * from any Perſon whatſoever ; 


23 (that 


* When I firſt came into the Society's Service, I received 4 
ſmall Hamper of Mine; fix Bottles of Arrach; and a little Turbut. 
he firſt was upon the Road, and ſent by Mr. 7% Smith, 
of Southampton; the ſecond was brought to my Door, from Mrs. 
Baker's, at Stepney ; and the third was left at my Office, by 
Order of one Captain Hammerton; all without any previous 
Notice to Me. 7 therefore was under a neceſſity of receiving 
the Above; but having always entertained a bad Idea, of Gra- 
tifications of any Sort, to Men in my Situation; I reſolved ab- 
ſolutely to refuſe, not only Mox E, but even Prxz3enTs, in 
what Shape ſoever : And, accordingly, I informed all Perſons 
with whom the Society had any Dealings, of my fixed Reſolu- 
tion in that reſpect. Notwithſtanding this, many of our 


Tradeſmen were for forcing Money upon Me; and ſome, on 


my couſtantly refuſing it, lodged their Gifts with other at, 


* 


With regard, (Sir,) to myſelf; You, and 


* [- 


(that, from the Royal Family excepted, 
which I took with great Reluctance, and 
did not apply to my own Uſe.)— That I 
have not abſented myſelf ſo much as one 
Day, from the Office, which has broke many 
of my valuable Connexions: That 1 never 
omitted, or altered, a ſingle Minute or Reſc- 
lution; nor failed to anſwer duly, all the 
Society's Correſpondents. "Tis well known, 
that the Intervals of my Attendance on the 
Board, Morning and Evening, have uſually 


been ſpent in the Service of the Fiſhery, at 


the Houſe (where I have attended moſt 
Hours of the Night,) of the worthy Vice- 
Preſident, Mr. Alderman Janſſen ; who, af- 
ter being the firſt Founder of an Undertaking 
that ought to be immortal, and in which 
yourſelf (Sir,) have taken infinite Pains, and 
ſpent much Money ; after His beſtowing a 
great many Hundred Pounds, (excluſive of his 
Subſcription-Money,) to promote this moſt: 
uſeful Branch of Commerce ; and after hay- 
ing devoted, with indefatigable Induſtry, a- 
bove five Years to It ; has yet met with 
monſtrous Ingratitude, from Thoſe, Who 
ought to have idoliz d Him. — This is ano- 

ther 


Theſe Perſons came to my Wife, inſiſting to give her the Value 
of ſuch Money, in the Shape of any Fiece ot Plate ſhe might 
chuſe : But all to no purpoſe. —Many have laughed at Me for 
this ConduR, as quite untaſhionable, and even romantic ; but, 
immediately on my coming into Buſineſs, I found Mankind 
more corrupt than I before imagined ; and I had always re- 
ſolved not ro copy Them; 1 ever conſidering Peace of Mind, 
45 the firſt of Bleſſings. 


— — 


ENOTES 
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ther Reaſon why I am hated by the Libeller, 
and Others like Him : But I moſt heartily de- 
ſpiſe Them All, being ſenſible, that it is not 
in the Power of Perſons, who themſelves 
have no Character, to blaſt Mine. Your 
Goodneſs will pardon my being ſo much an 
Egoliſt, on this and other Occaſions, after my 
having cenſured the Libeller on that very Ac- 
count : I am ſuch to defend TRUTH, He, 
to propagate FALSHooD. 
_ © You know, (Sir,) clear as the cloudleſs, 
meridian Sun, that there is deep TREAChERY 
ſomewhere ;—Y ou even know where.—You 
are not ignorant that there are two Men in the 
World, who, to gratify venal, vindictive, or 
ambitious Views, or even for worſe Purpoſes, 
have already very much prejudiced the Honour 
and Intereſt of an Undertaking, to which (Sir,) 
wes (in the midſt of a thouſand Diſguſts,) 

ave inceſſantly devoted your Attention; af- 
ter giving up your own private, and very 
lucrative, mercantile Concerns ; in order to 
enjoy that Tranquillity which wiſe Men, in 
all Ages, have eagerly ſought after. But 
ſhall ſo noble a Branch of Commerce, as the 
HERRING FISHERY, be deſtroyed, by a couple 
of wicked Subalterns ? A Commerce, by which 
our induſtrious Neighbours have got, and 
{till get, immenſe Sums ; and which the So- 
ciety (where You ſo worthily preſide,) if 
compoſed of Men of Virtue and Abilities, 
may alſo gain: A Commerce that is ſmiled 
| | upon 
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upon by His MaJjrsTy, (whom Heaven long 
preſerve!) by the whole Body of the Legiſla- 
ture, and by the Nation ip general: A Com- 
merce, that form'd the Delight of the late 
excellent PRINCE of ales, as it does of its 
preſent Governour, His illuſtrious Sox; of 
which (Sir,) you yourſelf received the moſt 
glorious Teſtimony, from His Royal High- 
neſs's own Lips, in the Interview with which 
You was lately honoured by Him, at Leiceſter- 
Houſe ; when You humbly requeſted His fu- 
ture Protection of our Infant Society, by con- 
tinuing to be its Governour. No, (Sir:) 
the Friends of this great, this national Under- 
Zaking, are too powerful, too virtuous, to let 
it be ruin'd by the vile Machinations of one 
or two groveling Stipendiaries. 


The Gentleneſs, (Sir,) of your Picea 


may poſſibly induce You to think, that TI 
have writ, with too much Aſperity, againſt 
the Libeller : But you'll pleaſe to reflect on 
the Greatneſs of the Provocation.---- He not 
only repreſents Me to the World, as a 
Blockbead, but alſo as a VILLAIN! 


Good Name, in Man and IWoman,-= 
Ts the immediate Jewel of their Souls ; 


Ii ho ſteals my Purſe, ficals Trafb ; 
1 net Something, Nothing : 


'Twas Mine, tis His; and hs been Slave 
to Thouſands : 
| Hul 


( 23”) 
But He that rl curs from Me my good 
Name, 
Robs Me of that, which not enriches Him, 
And makes Me poor indeed. | 
Ornetto, At III. Scene 8. 


After (Sir) having fairly proved the Li- 


Beller to be a moſt complete Wretch, is it 


natural for Me to ſubmit to the following 


ſhocking Invectives? ſuch as, menacing the 
Ruin of my Family :—— Calling Me a Ca- 
lummator, and the Peſt of Society; declaring, 


That I load Him with the moſt: impudent and 


villai nous Falſhoods . — That I bd the fu 
perlative Im 
en. hat I have not common Senſe : 
That tis a Doubt whether I am honeſt: That 
T poiſon the Minds of Gentlemen, with the 
peftilential Whiſpers of a detracting Tongue 1. 
— That. I am fir d with inſatiable Ma- 
lice d. That T take the Society's Herrings, 
without paying for Them **.—— That I em- 
bezzled Papers $+ ,—— That I had laid a 
Scheme to deprive Him of his Employment I - 
— That I ſecreted his Memorials |* :— 
That I am become a living Satyr upon my- 
felt. That Twas wicked enough to plead 
for the Subverſion of that righteous Law, 


Blood for Blood : That I am guilty of an 


Ai 
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Act of the higheſt Cruelty, and tbe Friend of 
a Murderer T. AA 
What a Groop, (Sir,) are here of FArs- 
Tits ! How forcibly do 'They ſtrike, when 
collected, like the Rays of the Sun in a burn- 
ing Glaſs! And ſhall I not prove the blended 
Folly and Villainy bf them all? — You, (Sir,) 
permit Me to ſay, are too equitable to con- 
demn the Reſentment I have ſhewn on 
this extraordinary Occaſion. } 
- Some Perſons may, perhaps, not approve 
of certain Names I beſtow very liberally on 
the Libeller; . ſuch as VIPER, JesviIT, TAR- 
TUFFE.—— That He deſerves the firſt, is, 
I preſume,) evident, from his venomous 
Aſperſions: And the Propriety of the two. 
laſt might be proved, from a Multitude of 
Inſtances, of which (with your Permiſſion, ) 
will ſelect only the following: A late 
worthy Member of our Council, obſerving 
one Day, to the Libeller, how greatly ne- 
ceſſary Oeconomy was, to promote the Feli- 
city of our Undertaking ; the Libeller (whin- 
nying as uſual,) ſaid, Yes, good (Sir,) Oe- 
*. conomy is vaſtly neceſſary; vaſtly neceſ- 
<« ſary indeed. I myſelf am ſo perfectly 
< ſenſible of the Neceſſity of our being fru- 
<« gal, that (high ho!)— that, that I ſave the 
Covers of all Letters which come to the 
Society; and put them into yonder Box.“ 
---» Pleaſe (Sir,) to contraſt this Frugality of 


+ Libel, page 1 5, 
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the Libeller, and his Oeconomy with regard 
to the famous 50 J. hinted at in Page 13 of 
. 

I really (Sir) am aſham'd to trouble you 
with this Detail of wretched Stuff: I my- 
ſelf am ſorry to engage with ſuch filthy 
Foes; but Combats like Theſe are ſome- 
times unavoidable; and the Buſineſs of a 
wiſe Man is, to extricate Himſelf in the beſt 
Manner he can. 

I muſt beg your Patience a Moment or two 
longer, whilſt I obſerve, that this headleſs 
Libeller is pleas'd to ſneer at my Poetry. But 
how greatly is his Note chang'd, ſince the 
Time that He moſt earneſtly beſought Me, 
to vamp up a Deriydotn Song, then ſquirted 
out by Him ? — He juſtly obſerves, from 
Mr. Addiſon, that bad Poets are, of all Men, 
the moſt envious. How envious then muſt 
that Reptile be, who ſcribbled the following 
Motto, now read on the Collar of a certain 
Relation of his, a little black Dog ? 


| JT am a Spaniel Dog, and that's no Foks, 
And my, Name is Oroonoko. 
A faithful Servant to Mr, D. L. N, at the 
Free Britiſh Piſbery Office, 


As this exquiſite Portrait Painter, this ge- 
nuine Son of the Muſes, this dapper Jeſuit, 
makes ſo very merry with my Poetry; I 
ſhall recommend to Him the following 


E Epigram, 


———— 
” — — — ——— ew - 
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Epigram, which I ſtruck out, after running 
my Eye over his nonpareil Libel. 


N—e dips his Bruſh, in Soot, and Filth, 
and Gall, | 

And draws the Devil on a Bog- Houſe Wall : 

Then, as my Picture, to the World tis ſhown ; 


But the jirong Likeneſs proves, that tis 
HIS OWN, | 


once more, (Sir,) beg Pardon, for enter- 
taining a Gentleman of your Character, and 
Turn of Mind, with ſuch Images; as well as 
for my treſpaſſing ſo long on your Patience; 
but hope for It, after the many Inſtances Vou 
have been pleas d to give Me of your Favour : 
And will only add, that ſhould yourſelf (Sir ;) 
ſhould the Vice-Preſident, and a great many 
other Gentlemen of the Council, for whom 
I entertain the higheſt Reverence, reſolve, 
(unhappily for our Undertaking!) to relign 
I ſhall be proud of treading in your Steps; 
well knowing that, in following Yon, and 
thoſe Gentlemen, I follow Virtue. - 

I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, with all 
poſſible Veneration, | 


ST 


Nur moſt humble, and 
Royal-Exchange, | 


30 Nov. 1753. | . 
moſt obedient Servant, 


— 


— 


(27) 
6 in the Afternoon, 30 Nov, 1751. 


IN CE writing the Above, I have 

juſt now ſeen a ſecond Libel, the 
whole of which is an Extenſion of Its Au- 
thor's Impudence and Folly. —The Libeller's 
FoLLy, in printing the juit Reſolutions of 
Council, (and thereby expoſing his own. 
Nakedneſs,) which expell'd Him the So- 
Ciety's Service: His IMPUDENCE, in daring 
to aſſert again, in Print, that this Minute of 
the 15th Inſtant, when You (Sir) ſo wor- 
thily preſided, is FALSE in all Its Parts. 
As He Himſelf has not ſcrupled to publiſh 
theſe remarkable ResoLUT1oNs, I will be ſo 
far his Friend as, for once, to forward 4 
WISE Endeavour of His, by likewiſe preſem 
ing my Readers ith Them. 


P. S. 


EKeqyal- Exchange, 15 Nov. 1753. 

« Reſolved, | WA 

© That it appears to this Council, that the 

e Accomptant has been found guilty of ha- 

* ving defrauded the Society of Fifty Pounds, 

ce That it appears to this Council, that the 

„ ſaid Accomptant has taken Money of ſundry 

« Tradeſmen employed by the Society, con- 

© trary to the ſtanding Orders of the Coun- 
* cil, and to the Bye-Laws. 

* That it appears to this Council, that the 

*« Accomptant has been very negligent in 

* keeping their Books; all which Reſolu- 

3 | tions 


| 


"» * * 
628) 


te tions are grounded particularly on the 
* Council-Minutes of Fuly 19, Auguſt 23, 
te and 20 September, 1753. oe 
That the ſaid Accomptant, for the above 
*« Offences, be diſmiſſed from the Service of 


te the Society. And that the ſaid Accomp- 
* tant do have Notice thereof.” 


"22...  Reyal-Exchange, 15 Nov. 1753. 
e Mr. NRLMR, 7 71 


« Sir, I ſend you the above Reſolutions by 
4 Order of the Council; and am, x, 39 


e JohN LOCKMAN, Secretary. 
| | | 2 par — | 
The Libeller afterwards pretends to anſwer 
the above Reſeluticns, or Accuſations ; but in 


ſorfalſe and Avid a Manner, that I need only 
cher b oh this cata SEE en Ce 


. * . — o 
A us — 
Ja * — , 


Deer Deus vult perdere, priùs dementat, 


Which I ſhall imitate: 


Sure, of mad Ass Es, N —e mu 


„ 
4 


. A 


